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Program Objectives:  The Emergency Watershed
Protection (EWP) Program provides assistance to re
imminent hazards to life and property. Hazards incl
floods and the products of erosion created by floods
windstorms, earthquakes, drought, or other natural d
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) is responsible for overall program administ
and guidance. 
 
Program Sponsors:  Local sponsors request assistan
emergency situations through the EWP Program. Pr
contracts and payments are administered either unde
Federal contract or through local sponsors. City, cou
state, and tribal governments or their political subdi
sponsor Emergency Watershed Protection projects. 
sponsors must have the ability and legal authority to
into contracts and obtain any needed land rights, wa
rights, and permits for the lands they sponsor. Spon
request a determination of  “eligibility” from the NR
following a natural disaster or event. 
 
Program Funding:  The EWP Program provides up
percent of the cost of the watershed treatment or app
structural repairs. 
 
Eligibility:  The NRCS works with the sponsors and
partners to identify structures, property, and other v
that are at increased risk from flooding or erosion. I
risks include human safety, property damage, water
threatened and endangered species, critical wildlife 
and cultural resources. The NRCS works with the sp
to delineate the watersheds that are above identified
at-risk, site-specific locations. 
 Watershed eligibility and applicant funding will b
on an assessment of watershed conditions, identified
being threatened, potential damage costs, estimated 
treatment costs, social considerations, and environm
considerations. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family statu
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiota
of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 3
720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
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Types of  Work:  Work under the 
limited to a set of prescribed meas
sponsor(s) perform a case-by-case
work area. Some examples of type

� Debris removal from stream
and bridge abutments 

� Debris removal in upland a
windstorms and tornadoes 

� Reshaping and protection (
stream banks 

� Repair of damaged drainag
flood prevention structures

� Reseeding of burned or den
� Deferred and prescribed gr

drought conditions to assist
 
Program Limitations: EWP fun
solve problems or remedy conditio
disaster or event occurred. This w
��Restoring conditions attributed
��Raising the level of protection f

prior to the emergency 
��Providing operation and mainte

private or public transportation
 
Work performed under this progra
��Cannot adversely affect downs
��Install measures not essential to
��Work on measures installed by
 
How to Get Assistance:   All requ
under the EWP Program must be r
the disaster for consideration. 
 Contact your local USDA NRC
package and list of potential spons
formal request for “eligibility dete
NRCS State Office at 101 South M
76501. 
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nation in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, nation
s. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabiliti
pe, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voic
26W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washingto
 employer.  
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 
 
Natural Resources
Conservation 
Service 
  February 2003 

EWP Program is not 
ures. The NRCS and  
 review of each site or 
s of work performed are: 
 channels, road culverts, 

reas following 

hard and soft) of eroding 

e facilities, levees and 
 
uded areas 

azing practices under 
 in watershed recovery 

ds cannot be utilized to 
ns that existed before the 

ould include: 
 to a lack of maintenance 
rom that which existed 

nance work or repair 
 facilities or utilities 

m: 
tream water rights 
 hazard reduction 

 another federal agency 

ests for consideration 
eceived within 60 days of 

S for an assistance 
ors in the area. Submit a 
rmination” by letter to the 
ain Street, Temple, TX 

sda.gov                                   
__________

al origin, sex, religion, age, 
es who require alternative means 
e and TDD). To file a complaint 
n, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 


	Conservation Across America                                                             www.tx.nrcs.usda.gov

